Effects of anti-inflammatory steroid drugs on pain coping behaviours in a model of articular pain in the domestic fowl.
The optimum dose rates of betamethasone, dexamethasone (sodium phosphate) and methylprednisolone (acetate salt) were determined for the treatment of inflammatory pain in domestic fowl using the microcrystalline sodium urate model of articular pain. The response criteria were the changes in behavioural profiles and pain-related activity over 60 minutes commencing 1 hour after an intra-articular injection of sodium urate and a course of intramuscular injections of a range of doses of each drug on the previous 2 days. The optimum dose rates for betamethasone, dexamethasone and methylprednisolone respectively were 0.04, 0.06 and 2 mg kg(-1)and are in the range of the recommended doses for these drugs in mammals.